
Surf Realization Fellowship 
  
            The Surf Realization Fellowship is dedicated toward expanding horizons and 
getting in touch with a more complete world.  Devotees live to surf and surf to live. 
Energy orbits in tune with the Yin rhythms of life, waking to the endless marvels and 
mysteries of the sea.  Enrolling in the University of the Oceans is an appealing, 
compelling and fulfilling effort.  Surfers make up a large part of the alumni.  Often 
for them what begins as a recreational pastime soon becomes a lifetime endeavor.  
            The lure of the surf is a powerful attraction.  School is in session at 
every go-out.  The pressure to learn is mostly private, and advancement is 
completely up to the individual.  The lessons are simple and profound.  Deeper meaning 
gradually becomes apparent as confusion and misunderstanding are peeled away like 
the layers of an onion.  
            Sweet morsels of knowledge are unveiled in each surf session.  The surfer 
needs only to clear his cluttered mind so he may receive these tidbits.  The first 20 
years of surfing are just to see if the interest is real.  Good rides, peer adoration, 
surf contest results and free surfboards are mere temporal distractions.  The 
essence is in being as one with the ocean, the consciousness of a vast depth without 
separation. To be as one with the ocean is to be without a separate self.  
            Sometimes such full immersion just happens, as if by luck, chance, or happy 
accident. The devotee learns to recognize those moments as gifts, to revel in them, 
and to be grateful for them however and whenever they may come.  First to accept 
and then to pursue this oneness conscientiously is the ultimate goal of surfing. The 
path requires dedication, determination, devotion and great faith.  Understanding dawns 



when the surfer is able to carry the essence of immersion up the beach and out into 
the dry world.  
            The Surf Realization Fellowship began as an effort to turn on and tune in 
surfers to the wonders of white winter world.  Surfing the snow on a snowboard, 
riding frozen waves created by the same storms that make the surf, is a natural 
expansion of the surfing lifestyle.  The mountains are a world of wonders similar 
to the sea, another place for feeling free.  Even though the sea is Yin and the 
mountains Yang, a person can seek and find a balance of harmony while enjoying both 
worlds.  
            Before long the SRF message became widely apparent.  Many ocean devotees 
hooked up with snowboarding.  A balance between the Yin of ocean and Yang of 
mountain was achieved through a growth in numbers to form a genuine fellowship of 
riders. 
            The direction of SRF altered as we leaned into our first big bottom turn. 
With the edge set and the wave ahead looking good, it appears that the real SRF 
mission is directed toward understanding those special moments that occur while 
surfing or snowboarding.  These are the brief but startling moments that sneak up 
seemingly out of nowhere when paddling back out after a good ride and seeing a 
beautiful wave that everyone else missed peel off empty and perfect.  On the Yang side 
is that first sight on a blue bird morning after a big snowfall the day before, seeing 
the mountain blanketed with fresh, new snow sparkling like diamonds in the light of 
alpine-glow.  
            The sight of either of these will take a person's breath away and leave 
that person speechless.  These glimpses are gifts, opportunities for intrinsic 



understanding that not only is the perceived moment wholly stunning but more, it is 
religious.  Spiritually, a warm glow settles in place because the moment witnessed 
is, if not the sight of God, then at least his work as we are blessed to see it.  
The crystal of just this moment opens a window in the mind allowing thoughts of a 
deep and profound nature to enter like traces of tranquility left trackless on the 
snow, or a word written by a finger on the surface of an ocean.   
            That these moments happen seemingly by chance out in the surf or deep in 
the snow is no reason why they can’t be saved and brought back into service when 
needed to overcome some obstacle in life, to solve a problem, or merely to be 
resurrected and savored once again.  This is what SRF is about and where we are 
going with it.  We apply the lessons learned and wonders discovered in surf and 
snowboard adventures toward improving the quality of life around and within us.  
            SRF is Sunday school at the Church of the Open Sky. There aren’t any 
report cards.  Instead there are bigger smiles and a shared understanding for those 
who seek it. 
  
      
  


